Introduction
The period in Zimbabwean history beginning in 1996
and culminating in the current conjuncture will loom large as a decisive phase in Zimbabwe's political economy. During these years, the political and economic terrain was substantively restructured, setting out the contours of the current crisis in Zimbabwe. This is not to argue that the problems in Zimbabwe can be understood only by reference to these years, for such an analysis clearly requires a longer historical understanding. 1 For the purposes of this paper, however, the compressed period Moreover, within the ruling party itself, a decisive critique emerged from an important section of Zanu PF structures, namely the war veterans and, in a broader sense, the indigenisation movement. The ways in which the ruling party has sought both to reconfigure consensus while eliminating dissent, provide the key to understanding the increasingly authoritarian politics of the past six years or so.
